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Gk is is by far the nices
campuign evenl we've
| EVEr attended,”
quipped Jonathan Tee, aide o
Republican State Insurance Com-
missioner candidate Gary Men-
doza, “He's missed a good one.”

Tee was talking about the
Pacific Palisades Republican
Club’s candidate panel and light
buffet hosted by Peter and Cyn-
thia Olmstead at their Riviera
home Thursday.

Responding to club president
Cunt Baer's invitation, four candi-
dates adidressed the group of some
50 Republicans, while kcynote
speaker Bruce Herschensohn, 1992
LS. senatorial candidate/Consery-
alive news commentator reviewed
Republican politics in the 30 vears
since Watergate.

State  assembly candidare
Michael Wissot joined Katherine
Smith, candidate for Superinten-
dent of Public Education; John
Conlon, State Treasurer candidate;
and Mark Anthony Isles, candi-
date for the inmer-city Assembly
District 52 in the presentation.

A Tarzana native, Wissot gradu
ated from James Madison Universi-
ty in Virginia, and eamed an MBA
from the University of Arizona and
| & master's in intemational manage-
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ment from Thunderbird, the Ameri-
can Graduate School of Internation-
al Management in Phoenix.

As a slaff member for Sem.
John McCain in Washington, D.
C., in 1997, Wissot covered sever-
al key legislative issues on domes-
e commerce, including the
miratorium on Internel taxation,
deregulation of the telecommuni-
cationfcable  industry and the
curhing of corruplion in profes-
sional boxing, While working on
his own graduaie degrees back i
Arizong, he worked for MeCain's

reglection campaign and presi-
dential run.

Ower the last two years, he has
run an Intemet company special-
izing 1 information-based ser-
vices for dental professionals and
patients, Wissot, 27, is unmarried
and lives in Woodland Hills.

Introducing himself 4 the mul-
ti-issue  candidate,  Wissot
explained his motivation for chal-
lenging Democratic incumbent
Fran Pavley in the Assembly Dis-
trict 41, which runs from Santa
Monica uwp through the Samta
Monica Mountains to southwest
San Fernando Valley, Port Huen-
eme and pants of Oxnard,

“Our area is not well represent-
ed” he said. “Fran Paviey has
spent &5 percent of her time on
environmental policies. The dif-
ference in thiz race is that it isn't
ahout politics, it's about a one-
dimensional candidate versus onc
who is covering all the jssues.”

Wissot, who is fluent in Span-
ish, is also serious about widening
the reach of the Republican party
to include more of the Hispanic
population.

He offers the following per-
spective on a number of key Cali-
fornia issues,

» Education:. Create smaller
neighborhood  school  districts
which can make budgetary deci-
sions, Create an educational envi-
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ronment that rewards quality
teachers and provides economic
incentives for talented prospects
to join the profession.

* Transportation: Dedicate all
gasoline sales tax revenus to trans-
portation projects. Create a fast-
track process that commits local
and state funds 1o specific plans.
Build new Diamond lanes on con-
gested freeways, rather than steal-
ing from the existing set of lanes,
Evaluate and implement effective
transportation strategies that have
reduced [reeway congestion in oth-
er cities. Resurface mediocre roads
before they require even [arper and
more costly reconstruction,

+ Environment: Environmental
policies are often proposed as a
eno-sum game. Work to find a bal-
ance hetwzen nafure and people
who inhabit the environment.
Government can offer tax incen-
tives for environmental responsi-
bility, Imposing excessive govern-
ment regulations does not solve the
problem. Business can allow pub-
lic agencies to rank quality-assur-
ance standards for public goods
andd services. Issue tradable pollu-
tion permiis to insure that only a
specific level of pollution (i.e. CO2
cmissions) will be attained at the
loweest cost o society, bul establish
flexihility for government o buy
back pollution credits for meeting
updated standards.




